Free and conjugated catecholamines in digestive tissues of rats.
Using a radioenzymatic technique, the highest concentrations of free catecholamines were found in the duodenum, and the lowest in the liver of untreated rats. When compared to the antrum, the concentration of free dopamine was higher, and that of norepinephrine lower in the fundus. As far as conjugated catecholamines are concerned, the tissue concentrations of both sulfo- and glucurono-conjugates were usually low, and often non detectable, with an exception: the concentration of glucurono-conjugated dopamine was very high in the duodenum, ileum, and liver of untreated rats.